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Agenda items and times are tentative and subject to change – they are provided for informational purposes only 

Board of Selectmen Meeting Agenda 

Whitcomb Hall, 17 Main Street  

July 21, 2021 

The Public is welcome to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us, using the Zoom App on 

a cell phone, or on a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 867 9750 4029 #. Please try to 

log in 5 minutes before the meeting’s scheduled start time in case you run into any technical difficulties. If you 

are unable to access the meeting, please call 352-7411 ext. 107. 

1. Call to Order – 5:30 PM

2. Consideration of Meeting Minutes

A. Regular meeting of July 7, 2021 (page 7)

B. Nonpublic meeting of July 7, 2021

3. Consent Agenda

A. Payroll Manifest

B. Payables Manifest

C. Abatement Recommendation for Eversource (page 13)

D. Raffle Permit #2021-11 – Northern Lights Allstars (page 15)

E. Personnel Action Reports

4. Public Input

5. Nominations

A. Cassie Eaton – Conservation Commission Term ending in 2023 (page 16)

6. Appointments

A. 5:35  State Representative Jennifer Rhodes (page 17)

B. 5:50  Pine Grove Mobile Home Coop Board – Possible Tax Deeding of 82 Diana Drive

C. 6:05  Jim and Marcy Jarzabek – Wilson Pond Water Testing (page 3,18)

7. Consideration of New Business

A. Award of Contract – Richardson Park Restroom Schematic Design (page 4,20)

B. Home Based Business Application Map 24 Lot 40 (page 4,25)

C. Becky Karush resignation letter from the Community Power Committee (page 4,32)

8. Consideration of Old Business

A. Upper Wilson Pond Dam Project Update (page 4,33)
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B. Request to use Thompson Covered Bridge for a private event (page 4,43) 

C. Engine 2 Repair (page 4) 

 

9. Administrative Update (page 49) 

 

10. Correspondence  

A. 2020 Premium Holiday for CY2020 and CY2021 Worker’s Compensation Program and Property & 

Lability Program (page 5,60) 

 

11. Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(b) Hiring of a Public Employee 

 

12. Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(a) dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee 

or the disciplining of such employee 

 

13. Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(a) dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee 

or the disciplining of such employee 

 

14. Possible non-public sessions as needed 

 

15. Adjournment 
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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – July 7, 2021 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey NH  

and remotely using Zoom Meeting 
 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place 
at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order by Chair Selectman Sylvester Karasinski at 5:30 pm at Whitcomb Hall Main 
Street, Swanzey, NH and remotely using Zoom Meeting. Present at Whitcomb Hall were Selectmen Sylvester 
Karasinski, Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., and W. William Hutwelker. Also present was Town Administrator Michael 
Branley and Recording Secretary Beverly Bernard. Zoom ID 884 5498 5178 or join by phone 1-929-205-6099.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Whitcomb Hall Chair Peter Johnson, Michael York, Deputy Chief Eric Mattson, Fire Chief Bill Gould, Deputy 
Chief Brandon West, Chris Holman, Larry and Kathy Sportello. Present via Zoom: ME Productions 
representatives Michael Chadinha and Seth McNally, Lindsey Christoffersen, Jason & Catherine Goodrich. 
 
UNSEALING OF PUBLIC MINUTES 
The Non-Public meeting Minutes of August 11, 2015, August 25, 2015, September 15, 2015, #1 September 15, 
2015 #2, October 13, 2015 #2, October 27, 2015, November 3, 2015 #1, November 3, 2015 #2, November 24, 
2015 #1, November 24, 2015 #2, December 1, 2015 #2, December 8, 2015 #2, December 8, 2015 #3 were 
considered. Motion was made by Colby to unseal the Non-Public Minutes cited above. There was a second to 
the motion by Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
MINUTES 

 The regular Minutes of June 30, 2021 were considered. There was a motion by Hutwelker to approve 
the regular meeting Minutes of June 23, 2021. There was a second by Karasinski and no further 
discussion; all were in favor except Colby who abstained. Motion passed. 

 The Non-public Minutes of June 30, 2021 were considered. There was a motion by Hutwelker to 
approve the Non-public meeting Minutes of June 30, 2021. There was a second by Karasinski and no 
further discussion; all were in favor except Colby who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion was made by Colby to approve the Consent Agenda. There was a second by Hutwelker. All were in 
favor. Motion passed. 

 Payroll Manifest 

 Payables Manifest 

 Intent-to-Cut – Map 85 Lots 12  and 13 

 Personnel Action Reports 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Residential Fireworks 
Discussion was held about residents and fireworks permits. York said citizens should talk to neighbors when 
they want to have fireworks.  Colby said the fireworks that go off which don’t have a fireworks permit can be a 
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problem.  Karasinski suggested there be a worksheet on the website with an address of folks with fireworks 
permits. Hutwelker said he agreed with that. The Board agreed by consensus. 
 
PUBLIC INPUT 
There was none at this point. 
 
APPOINTMENTS 
Whitcomb Hall Committee Chairman Pete Johnson – Whitcomb Hall Open House 
Pete Johnson was present to discuss a proposed event on October 2, 2021 for Whitcomb Hall. He said he 
would like to call it an evening of festivities; there would be musicians and perhaps folks talking about the 
history of Swanzey. He also spoke about a small art show with refreshments. Johnson said he has spoken to 
Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder and she wants to promote the Hall as well.  Johnson said this will 
help folks become familiar with Whitcomb Hall so more usage would be encouraged.  
 
 Johnson said he also hopes to raise funds to replace the lights at the stage, which he estimates would cost 
about $13,000 to purchase and have them professionally installed. The Board agreed by consensus on 
Johnson’s proposed plans for the upcoming event at Whitcomb Hall. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Request to use Thompson Covered Bridge for a private event 
John and Heidi Holman of Fitzwilliam have requested the use of the bridge for a private event. Karasinski said 
this has been done in the past.  Colby said it is a nice idea but he has some doubts about it. Branley said they 
have done this in Winchester.  Hutwelker asked what the benefit is to the Town of Swanzey. Branley said they 
offered to pay $1,000.  Hutwelker said he would prefer that this kind of event would be held as a fund-raising 
for the Town. The bridge would be closed from 5 to 10, including setting up and taking down the equipment. 
He asked to have more research before saying yes and Branley agreed to do so. 
 
Later in the evening Chris Holman asked about the results of the request and Branley explained that the Board 
is doing some research before agreeing to it. 
 
Webber Hill Road Slope Stabilization Engineering Agreement 
Branley said there is a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant for this project covering 2/3rds 
of the cost.  Underwood engineers have provided a fee to develop design and cost information. This would be 
the final step to develop options and put together a budget and a possible Warrant Article next year.  
Hutwelker asked about where the Town’s matching funds would come from.  He noted $1.5 million is a 
significant cost and the Town would have to match one third. Hutwelker noted homeowner insurance 
companies might want to be involved and Branley said he would research that.  

 
Colby moved to authorize the expenditure of up to $9,500 for Webber Hill Road Engineering and 
authorize the Town Administrator to sign contract documents. There was a second to the motion by 
Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Police Chief Job Description Review and Job Posting 
Branley spoke about the updated job review and he referred it to the Board to consider. The Board also 
reviewed the Police Chief’s job posting.   
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Colby moved to accept with regret the resignation of Thomas De Angelis as Police Chief and Deputy 
Emergency Management Director effective August 1, 2021.  There was a second by Hutwelker and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to accept the police chief job description as presented, with a second by 
Hutwelker and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Public Hearings opened at 6:00 pm  

 Pursuant to RSA 31:95-b, acceptance and expenditure of unanticipated funds in the amount of 
$755,859 from the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.  
Branley asked for comment from those gathered and those on the Zoom call. York asked if that money 
could be used for the purchase of a fire truck.  Branley said the money is to be used for issues related 
to Covid-19 that have arisen for the Town and he did not think a fire truck met the criteria. York said 
he thinks the Town should look into it. Branley said he would look into it.  Hutwelker said we cannot 
purchase a fire truck this year with any funds given the results of the voters at last Town Meeting. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:04 pm 
 
Motion was made by Colby to accept and expend unanticipated funds in the amount of $755,859 from 
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 pursuant to RSA 31:95-b. There was a second to the motion by 
Hutwelker and no further discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 

 Pursuant to RSA 31:95-b, acceptance and expenditure of unanticipated funds in the amount of $30,060 
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to replace generators under the critical 
communications generators project.  
 
Opened at 6:05 pm 
 
Branley said the funds will go to east and west fire station to replace their portable generators with 
hard wired standby generators. There is a match, but there is in kind labor that can cover the march, 
so no cash is expected from the Town. 
 
Branley asked for comments and there were none. 
 
Closed at 6:06 
 
Motion was made by Colby to accept and expend unanticipated funds in the amount of $30,060 from 
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to replace generators under the critical 
communications generators project, pursuant to RSA 31:95-b. There was a second to the motion by 
Hutwelker and no further discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed. 
 
The Select Board, in a majority vote, accepted the terms of the Emergency Management Performance 
Grant as presented in the amount of $30,060 for purchase and installation of generators to the Town’s 
critical communications structures located at the fire stations and authorize the Town Administrator to 
sign all documents related to the grant. Furthermore, the Board acknowledges that the total cost of 
this project will be $60,120, in which the town will be responsible for a 50% match ($30,060).  
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 Special Event Permit for Firework Display by M.E. Productions at the Cheshire Fairgrounds 
Opened at 6:06 pm 
 
Branley asked for comments.  
 
Chadinha said the plan would be to have a band play and have fireworks, which would be done by 10 
pm.  Display would be at 9:30 pm. McNally said fireworks would be held around 9:30 pm and it would 
be a 15 minute show.   
 
Kathy Sportello of Arrowcrest Drive asked why fireworks at this particular date and band.  McNally said 
it just is because the band was available. Sportello said the ashes fall on their house and on her front 
lawn.  She asked what precautions are being taken.  Chadinha said the fire department said they didn’t 
think it is possible for the fireworks to make it that far.  He said if it happens, they would clean up.  
They can email M.E. Productions or his email address if there is a problem. Branley said he could send 
provide the email address.  Eric Mattson said their display last year was down in the grandstand area, 
so any ash to get to Arrowcrest it would have to be very windy.  Sportello said it happened last year 
during the concert.  She said it was falling between her house and the house next door.  For this one, 
Mattson said the launching spot is in a different spot, but is about the same distance from Arrowcrest 
Drive.  Sportello said that means the ash will just fall on neighbor’s house further down the road. 
 
Lindsey Christoffersen, 80 Arrowcrest Drive, said she agreed with her neighbor. She said she deals with 
noise every weekend with the concerts and it is disruptive to their family. They have a 2.5 year old 
daughter and this is impacting their lives. She said they have to deal with this extra noise that impacts 
negatively on the people living on Arrowcrest Drive.  Sportello said the noise level is bad every 
weekend and they have rehearsals for several hours in addition to the concerts. This is added noise, 
which we don’t need.   She spoke about 85 decibels, 75 to 85 decibels and that is loud. She said doors 
and windows are open and it is extremely loud. 
 
Larry Sportello said the fact that every weekend has a concert makes it difficult for them.  Mike 
Chadinha said the general level of noise is being monitored and living within the parameters that they 
agreed to. They said they are not having many fireworks display, only asking for this one.   
 
Hutwelker asked if there are steps to be taken to reduce the impact of the concerts on Arrowcrest.  
Hutwelker said if nothing can be one, he will vote in 2022 against allowing the concerts to continue 
because he knows what it is like to deal with noise levels. He said he can feel their pain.  Hutwelker 
said these folks own nice homes and have created a wonderful neighborhood and Chadinha’s response 
is inadequate without making some steps to alleviate the noise level. Chadinha said this is a 
conversation they are willing to have.  Hutwelker asked what kind of steps have been considered to 
these concerns.  Hutwelker said M.E. Productions should have known about this all along.  Hutwelker 
said when you ask for permission to make more noise, you could be more considerate and make more 
of an effort to reduce the impact on the neighborhood. Hutwelker asked for monitors up on 
Arrowcrest to see if there is any ash falling on property and M.E. Productions said they could do that.  
Chadinha said as Covid-19 becomes less of an issue, the guests won’t be so spread out and it will be 
easier on the neighborhood. McNally said they will discuss this further for 2022. 
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Catherine Goodrich of 74 Arrowcrest Drive said her concern is the fireworks. She said she would like 
this not to go forward.  Jason Goodrich said there is a disruption of life already; he said he can sing the 
songs, word for word in his back yard.  He cannot enjoy his property.   
 
Kathy Sportello asked about the decibel level and how it was determined. McNally said it is a standard 
level that is acceptable around the country.  Larry Sportello said they are listening to music constantly, 
and it is not the same as the noise created by a truck driving by.  The music is non-stop.  Kathy 
Sportello said there are rehearsals during the day from 1 to 3 pm.  It isn’t just the concerts.  McNally 
agreed the sound check noise occurs during the day.  He said they try to get the testing to shut off as 
soon as possible. Kathy Sportello said if the rehearsal is loud, the concert is loud, there is no difference.   
McNally said the sound check has to happen. Kathy Sportello said there is rehearsal for two hours; it 
isn’t just a sound check.  McNally said they do play their music during the sound check.  
 
DJ Chris Holman was present.  He noted some of these artists haven’t played together and they need 
to practice ahead of time. 
 
Jonny Christoffersen said you can hear the bass from across the street where his house is. You can 
hear the bass sound vibrating the baseboards in their house. Chadinha said he wants to address that 
concern and they will do their best to minimize that.  Christoffersen said it is so loud, he doesn’t see a 
solution with a reasonable approach.  He said sometimes the sound check can be louder than the 
actual concert.  Chadinha said he will try to get on top of this to make it less invasive to the neighbors.  
 
Closed at 6:39 

 
Motion was made by Colby to approve the request of M. E. Productions at the Cheshire Fairgrounds 
for a Special Event Permit for Firework Display, August 14th, 2021. There was a second to the motion 
by Hutwelker and no further discussion. All voted no. Motion failed. 
 
Motion was made by Colby to deny the request of M. E. Productions at the Cheshire Fairgrounds for a 
Special Event Permit for Firework Display, August 14th, 2021. There was a second to the motion by 
Hutwelker and no further discussion. All voted in favor. Motion passed. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Fire Engine 2 Status 
Branley said there is not an option to buy a used vehicle according to the opinion of Attorney Natch Greyes of 
the NH Municipal Association because the article for a new fire engine did not pass.  The vehicle can be fixed 
this year, but funds to do so would come out of the operating budget.  Gould said that will be difficult if these 
funds all came from the Fire Department budget.  He said weekend shifts will be shut down.  West asked if 
there are any emergency funds for repairs.   Branley suggested the money the Town is no longer paying to 
Cheshire TV could be made available. Hutwelker asked Branley to compile a list of possible funding sources.  
Branley agreed to do so. Gould said he would give it a shot as well.  There was a discussion about if the Fire 
Department Associations are able to put some funds towards the repair. 
 
May Expenditure & Revenue Report 
The Board reviewed the report without comment. 
 
NON-PUBLIC SESSION(S) 
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Non-public session(s) per RSA 91-A:3II(a) the dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee 
or the disciplining of such employee 
 

Motion by Colby to enter Non-public session pursuant to RSA 91-A:3II(a) , Personnel Matter (s). The 
motion was seconded by Hutwelker. The Selectmen voted unanimously by roll call to go into non-
public session at 6:43 p.m.  Motion passed.  Present were the Board members, Sylvester Karasinski, 
and W. William Hutwelker, III, Kenneth P. Colby, Jr., Town Administrator Michael Branley, and 
Recording Secretary Bernard. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to come out of non-public session, seconded by Hutwelker. All in favor by 
Roll Call and the motion passed. Non-public session ended at 6:51 p.m. 

 
Motion was made by Colby to seal the minutes because divulgence of the information likely would 
affect adversely the reputation of a person other than a member of this board, seconded by 
Hutwelker. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Colby. The motion was seconded by Hutwelker without further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at  6:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
Approved on  
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